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Midlands Motorway Hub

1. Study co-funded by HE and Midlands 
Connect Partnership

2. Reported back in December 2017



Study Objectives



Recommendations from Midlands Motorway 
Hub



Next Steps for M’way Hub

Midlands Connect working on four of the specific 

recommendations of the Hub study in 18/19:

1. Making Best Use of M6Toll

2. Opportunities for Strategic Park and Ride

3. Improved Operation of M6 Jct 3-11 

4. Further Understanding of Wider Economic 

Benefits and Environmental Impacts of Western 

Strategic Route
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Making Best Use of M6 Toll

• Analysis identified a significant market of 
people not using M6Toll who could derive 
some benefit from doing so.

• Hub study recommended more and improved 
information to drivers could increase use of 
M6Toll.

• Further work has identified:
• Decision point locations for new signs
• Types and costs of new signs
• Information to provide to drivers
• Alternative ways to provide information
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Hub Study’s Preferred Strategy – identified specific potential options 
around M6 north of Birmingham: 

• M6 Junction 9 restrictions;

• Ramp metering at Junctions 5 and 7;

• HGV platooning trials and demand management strategy

Improved Operation of M6 Jct 3-11



Study will need to consider:

• How options might improve flow.

• If improvements are achieved then how can benefits be ‘locked in’ for 
specific users:
• Freight – HGV lanes, future HGV platooning?
• High occupancy vehicles?

• What are the impacts on the Major and Local Road networks and how can 
these be mitigated?

Improved Operation of M6 Jct 3-11



Study Area



Opportunities for Strategic P&R

Sequential approach:

Could P&R at these locations provide relief to 
the SRN?



Further Understanding of Western Strategic 
Route
• Hub Study demonstrated that improved strategic road connectivity to the 

West of Birmingham would benefit the operation of the M5 and M6.  That 
study did not define a specific route.

• Midlands Connect is not examining any route alignments, nor saying explicitly 
that the ‘strategic road connectivity’ has to be a new motorway; options could 
include upgrading existing routes, or a combination of the two.

• We wish to examine the wider economic opportunities in the local area where 
a route may go (i.e. in Black Country and South Staffs) to deliver jobs, improve 
productivity, attract new investment and to deliver housing.

• At the same time we feel it imperative to also identify and highlight the 
potential environmental impacts and disbenefits from any major road building 
in the area.

• We’re seeking to bolster the evidence to determine whether there is merit in 
the future to consider more specific options in detail.



Any questions?


